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by the effect of an operation such as that for removal of
tonsils, and the immunity may be recovered in due course in
favourable circumstances.
Evidence is steadily accumulating to the effect that dental
caries in any individual represents a biochemical problem, the
solution of which is considerably beyond the capacity of the
average dentist except so far as the simple mechanical and
local adjustment is concerned.
Decay always starts on the outside of a tooth and will
spread rapidly or slowly according to the position of attack
and the resisting power of the patient, until it destroys the
outer substance of the tooth and reaches the large cavity, in
its interior, which contains nerves and blood-vessels. In the
latter case pain will probably be experienced. When the soft
tissues in this cavity die, decomposition sets in, and, in time,
an abscess forms at the root of the tooth.
Teeth can be saved even after this stage has been reached,
but it is most desirable that skilled dental advice should be
sought long before pain has been felt, so that the chief blood
supply which is in the cavity in the centre of the tooth may
be preserved in a healthy condition. Decayed teeth are not
only injurious to the individual who suffers, but they are a
source of infection to other people. Poisons from the decayed
cavities are constantly being swallowed in the saliva and in
food, and will in time give rise to digestive disorders.
Many people, even among those who are educated, consider
that the milk teeth are not of much importance, because they
wiH be replaced by others. This is erroneous, as the milk or
first teeth are of the very greatest importance; they have to
perform mastication for a number of years and, if allowed to
decay, the jaw does not develop to its full capacity. In
consequence the permanent teeth have insufficient space, and
become crowded together and irregular. This in its turn
predisposes to decay of the permanent teeth.
It is, therefore, necessary that children should be taught how
to keep the teeth and mouth clean, and this service should be